


Personal Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is a fact that no matter what you do in life, you will never have everyone cheering you on. Some people have your back and believe in you but some will cast aspersions on your ability to succeed. How you respond to the doubters is the greatest determinant of how high you soar. Allow the external doubt to prey on you and it soon feeds into your internal self-doubt and the next thing you know, what was once an achievable goal is now mission impossible. However, defy the doubters, especially where they are authority figures, and you are on the short path to unlocking your potential and finding yourself whilst proving the doubters wrong. In the poem “The Leaving” by Brigit Pegeen Kelly, the protagonist, a young girl, has her father doubt her abilities, which is the stimulant she needs to stay up all night picking peaches. In open defiance of an authority figure’s belief that she was incapable of the feat, the girl forges ahead and succeeds in showing her father that he was wrong thus demonstrating that in deed sometimes defying authority can unlock a person’s potential.



